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HIS-450 Topic 3: The Early 1960s and Civil Rights Worksheet
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Reg. No.



Course Name and Number
Instructor’s Name
Date

1. Describe and analyze the impact of the Southern Christian Leadership Conference on U.S. society in the early 1960s. 
The Southern Christian Leadership Conference is a civil rights organization that was started in 1957. The SCLC organization staged a 381-day boycott due to segregation in the bus system. SCLC was founded in Atlanta at the Ebenezer Baptist Church.[footnoteRef:1] The organization advocated for the confrontation of segregation via civil dissent. However, some people criticized the marches that were organized by the organization and claimed that segregation issues were supposed to be challenged in a law court.  [1:  Princeton Review (Firm). Cracking the AP U.S. History Exam. 2004.] 

The SCLC organization brought together all the different strands of civil rights organizations.
The organization encouraged blacks to seek justice and rejected all sorts of injustices.
The organization composed of some White Americans. This illustrated that not all whites were racists, and it allowed bringing onboard some whites.
The organization assisted black Americans to take part in the democratic processes. For instance, the SCLC assisted the blacks in registering to vote. In 1965, the organization launched a campaign to register black voters.[footnoteRef:2] In the same year, Congress passed the Voting Rights Act.  [2:  Ibd., Pg. 331.] 

It led to the 1964 Civil Rights Act. The demonstration that occurred in Birmingham involved the use of force by the police, which caught the attention of the president, J F Kennedy. 
2. What was the Bay of Pigs incident? What was its impact on President Kennedy and his engagement in the Cold War? Explain. 
The Bay of Pigs incident refers to the attack on Cuba that was organized by a CIA worker. The CIA worker was financed and instructed to train a group of Cuban refugees after which they were to attack the Cuban government.[footnoteRef:3] The U.S. believed that the communist government was a threat to its interests in the western hemisphere, and thus they wanted it to be grounded.   [3:  Shapiro, Ian. The Real World of Democratic Theory. Princeton: Princeton University Press, 2011. <http://site.ebrary.com/id/10444496>.] 

America companies and the wealthy individuals owned many of Cuba’s sugar plantations, cattle ranches, mines and utilities during the time of Batista. However, Castro, who came after Batista disapproved the approach that Americans operated their businesses and interests in Cuba.[footnoteRef:4] He believed that it was time Cubans took control of their wealthy and other natural resources. He was considered to be a communist.  [4:  Ibd., pg. 157.] 

Castro minimized American influence on the island and nationalized American-dominated companies such as mining and sugar firms. He also called other Latin American governments to act with more autonomy. 
In 1960, Castro appeared to be determined in strengthening diplomatic relations with the Soviet Union. The United States responded to such actions with prohibiting the importation of Cuban sugar. Sugar was one of the main products that the Cuban economy heavily relied on. 
3. What was the Cuban Missile Crisis? What effect did it have on U.S. society? How did it impact the Cold War? Do you think that JFK did the right thing? Explain.
The Cuban Missile Crisis refers to a time when the Soviet Union, the United States, and Cuba during the cold war. 
One of the effects that the Cuban Missile Crisis had on the U.S. society is that of having increased the threat to the United States. Khrushchev decided to place medium-range nuclear-armed missiles in Cuba, thus increasing the strength of the USSR to deter American actions. 
The Cuban Missile Crisis fueled the Cold War. It started after the Soviet Union kicked off with building missile sites in Cuba. The building of the missile sites together with the Berlin Blockade is seen as one of the most significant confrontations of the Cold War.[footnoteRef:5] Besides, the Americans blocked USSR’s ships from delivering missiles to Cuba.  [5:  Bickerton, Ian J. John F. Kennedy: A Reference Guide to His Life and Works. 2019. <https://search.ebscohost.com/login.aspx?direct=true&scope=site&db=nlebk&db=nlabk&AN=2370068>.] 

I think that JFK did the right thing by reaching for the decision to impose a “quarantine”. Instead of staging war against the Russian naval ships, he decided to rule against the military advice to use conventional weapons. This was the right decisions since the bombing of the missile sites, and the naval ships could have escalated the crisis[footnoteRef:6]. However, this option caused intense bilateral diplomacy, which was meant to look for solutions before more naval USSR ships could arrive delivering more missiles.   [6:  Ibd., pg. 53.] 

4. Describe the circumstances surrounding the construction of the Berlin Wall. How did this impact the Cold War? Does it seem strange that a socialist country would need to build a wall to keep its citizens from leaving? Explain. 
The Berlin wall was constructed to help in stopping the refugees from leaving East Berlin. It was built to divide East and West Berlin. Also, the building of the Berlin Wall was caused by the fear of the growing rift between the Soviets and the other allies. 
The building of the Berlin Wall had a various impact on the Cold War. It was a focal point of the war, and one could assert that the war started in and ended in Berlin. The city had been the capital of Nazi Germany long before it got captured by the Russians in 1945.[footnoteRef:7] Since four powers occupied the area, they could not agree on how to govern the city, and thus they split it out. East Berlin was left under the control of East Germany, and West Berlin was controlled by West Germany. Once the cooperation between the West and East broke, the USSR made attempts to control West Berlin.[footnoteRef:8] The city was isolated, and the communists thought that it could be cut off from the West and incorporate it into East Germany.   [7:  Hensel, Jana. After the Wall: Confessions from an East German Childhood and the Life That Came Next. 2004.]  [8:  Ibd., pg. 53.] 

It seems strange to have a socialist nation erecting a wall to keep its citizens from leaving. A socialist country advocates for public ownership of the resources and wealth of a socialist community. 

5. Who were the Freedom Riders? What was their impact on U.S. society? Explain.
Freedom riders refer to the civil rights activists who were riding in the interstate buses into the segregated southern American. The freedom riders were travelling to the southern American to encourage the Blacks who lived there to embrace civil disobedience to attain their freedom.
The freedom riders provoked violent reactions. When the freedom riders reached Birmingham, they were attacked. As the White House observer John Seigenthaler tried to protect two of the freedom riders, he was attacked too.[footnoteRef:9] [9:  Kaldor, Mary, Helmut K. Anheier, and Marlies Glasius. Global Civil Society 2004/05. London: SAGE, 2005.] 

They bolstered the credibility of the American Civil Rights movement. The freedom riders called for the national attention to the disregard for the federal law. They also brought about the attention to the application of local violence to enforce segregation in southern America. 
[bookmark: _GoBack]The freedom riders encouraged the blacks living in the southern part of America to embrace civil disobedience as a strategy to assist them in achieving their civil rights. Such inspiration was seen in the campaigns that followed in Mississippi’s Freedom Summer as well as the Selma Movement.[footnoteRef:10]   [10:  Ibd., pg. 359] 

The international attention that the freedom riders gained forced the Attorney General, Robert Kennedy to petition the Interstate Commerce Commission to declare segregation as outlawed. Immediately, the ICC imposed sanctions and penalties for any person who will be found violating its ruling.  
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